
Page 1 of 13 

 

Newspaper Clips 
August 6, 2015 



Page 2 of 13 

 

 



Page 3 of 13 

 



Page 4 of 13 

 

 

 



Page 5 of 13 

 

o 

 

 



Page 6 of 13 

 

 



Page 7 of 13 

 

IIT convocation on Bihta campus today  

Hindustan Times (Patna) 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Patna (IIT-P) would hold its 3rd convocation ceremony and 7th foundation 

day function in its permanent campus at Bihta on Thursday.  

This is the first convocation ceremony which the institute would be holding on its new campus. Students of B 

Tech, M Tech and PhD courses would be awarded certificates at the ceremony. In all 23 medals and awards 

would also be handed over to the deserving candidates. These awards include gold and silver medals given to 

best students of different departments and three awards to distinguished academicians for their contribution to 

the field of engineering.  

President of Boeing India, Pratyush Kumar, would be the chief guest at the function and he would deliver the 

foundation day lecture, while former director of IIT- Guwahati Gautam Barua would be the guest of honour. 

Chairman of IIT-P board of governors Ajai Chowdhury would preside over the event.  

St Michael’s winner in INTACH quiz  

Salman Muzaffar and Priyanshu Raj of St Michael’s High School emerged victorious in ‘India Heritage Quiz’, 

a written quiz competition organised by the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) in 

association with Xpress Minds Entertainment on Wednesday. It was the regional round of the event, in which 

110 students from 11 schools participated. Each school had sent five groups comprising two students each. The 

winners would now move on to a zonal round to be held at Ranchi on August 12.  

Freshers’ day at PWC  

New students of BA and B Sc courses of Patna Women’s College (PWC) were welcomed to the college at the 

freshers’ day function on Wednesday. Cultural programmes were presented by the students, including Krishna, 

Pooja and Rajashree. Principal of the school Sr Marie Jessie gave a motivational speech on the occasion.  

 

Good JEE rank, failing first-year: IIT Roorkee struggles to 

find out why 
 

An investigation by The Indian Express and several interviews with key players — professors, students and 

administrators at IITs — shows most of the students who were expelled were from reserved categories. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/good-jee-rank-failing-first-year-iit-struggles-to-find-out-why/  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/good-jee-rank-failing-first-year-iit-struggles-to-find-out-why/
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The 72 first-year students of the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, (IIT-R) who were expelled last month 

— the largest single batch to have faced such action — for failing to get the minimum passing grade are back 

on campus, having got a “second chance”. They are now on probation and will have to clear all their first-year 

papers and get a Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of over 5.0 (on a scale of 10 — at least 55%), failing 

which they will be expelled next year. Not many on campus, however, are placing any bets on the outcome. 

An investigation by The Indian Express and several interviews with key players — professors, students and 

administrators at IITs — shows most of the students who were expelled were from reserved categories (SC, ST 

and OBCs) and scored average to high ranks in their respective categories in the 2014 IIT-JEE (Advanced), the 

tough entrance examination. 

Once they began their IIT education, however, many of them were hobbled by a range of factors: a lack of 

fluency in English, both spoken and written, that eroded confidence and showed up in poor communication 

skills; and a more general difficulty “adjusting” to the campus ecosystem. This has key lessons, professors said, 

as IITs rapidly expand to meet the flood of students and struggle to build campuses and attract faculty. 

A scrutiny of official records of the first-year students — the batch had 1002 students in all — who failed at 

IIT Roorkee shows: 

* 90 per cent of them were from reserved categories (SC, ST and OBCs). 

* As many as 49 of them are from much-sought after departments such as Computer Science (3), Electronics 

(10), Electrical (12), Chemical (7), Mechanical (3), with the maximum, 14, from Civil Engineering. Which 

means, these are students who did reasonably well in their categories (General, SC, ST, OBCs) to get into these 

departments. 

http://indianexpress.com/
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* For example, the JEE ranks of some of the students who failed — available with The Indian Express — show 

that among the SC students who failed is one who got an all-India rank in the top 50 (among 2,029 SC 

candidates who got into an IIT in 2014) and another who scored in the top 100 in the ST category (among 856 

ST candidates who got into an IIT). 

* Most General category students on the list of 72 who failed had ranks between 3,500 and above 7,000, barring 

one who had a rank close to 1,500. That year, the last general candidate to get an IIT seat was ranked 9,290. 

Ranks have been approximated to protect the identity of students. 

* All 72 fared poorly across the curricular board — the highest any of them got in any subject was a C. “It 

shows there was no outlier among those expelled. They had scored poorly in every course,” said IIT-R director 

Pradipto Banerji. 

The IIT said the decision to suspend the students wasn’t an easy one. “Every year, we have a few students who 

walk out of the institute after spending four to six years but without a degree in hand. We have had parents 

telling us that if you thought our child wasn’t doing well, why didn’t you tell him then? Why waste six years of 

his life,” said Vinod Kumar, deputy director of IIT-R. Though most of the affected students said the expulsions 

came as a shock, Kumar said the students were warned at every step, they were told they were slipping — after 

every mid- and end-semester exam. 

The numbers may be staggering this year but this isn’t the first time IIT Roorkee has expelled students. In 2014, 

12 first-year students were expelled for not scoring the minimum credits. But after the IIT realised there had 

been a “notification error”, the institute took back eight of them. But these eight students have been expelled 

this year, after their second year: six of them had “backs” (have failed) in 10 subjects, one had a “back” in two 

subjects and one had cleared all subjects but with a CGPA of less than 5. 

“Like I keep telling my students, it’s tough to get into IIT but tougher to leave without a degree,” said Inderdeep 

Singh, who teaches mechanical engineering at IIT-R. “Even if they put in 70 per cent of the effort they put to 

clear the IIT-JEE, they can sail through,” he said. 

So are these students who are failing not cut out for science or engineering? Not quite, said Promod Agarwal, 

Dean of Academics at Roorkee. A CGPA of less than 5, most professors said, was more a reflection of the 

effort the student had put in, less of his aptitude. “If, say, a student is strong in physics, but not in English, he 

can easily score a higher grade in the subject he is good at and pull his CGPA above 5. CGPA less than 5 is just 

poor application,” said Agarwal. 

In the first semester, students have seven papers, of which at least four — English, Ethics and Self Awareness, 

Maths, Environmental Studies — are typically common to all departments. The others, department-specific 

subjects such as Introduction to Mechanical Engineering, are “elementary, basic” introductions to their 

departments. “These don’t require any prior knowledge of the subject. It’s difficult to do badly in these 

subjects,” said Singh. 

What went wrong then? Banerji said he was “aware of the fact that the students have come in through a very 

competitive exam. So now, after this second chance they have got, we can put a finger on the problem. Did 

these children score poorly because they took first-year too lightly or are they simply not cut out for it?” 

That’s a tough one to answer, admit many professors at Roorkee who said “first-year students tend to lose 

focus”, especially after going through the crushing grind of Class XII and coaching institutes. Besides, there is 

the pressure of achievement and expectation. “Once the students enter the campus, for us, they are all the same 

— irrespective of their background or whether you are from the reserved quota or not. The bar has been set (at 

CGPA 5 and minimum credits of 22) and that can’t be lowered,” said IIT-R Registrar Prashant Garg. 
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“Haan, life ko thoda simply liya,” (Yes, I did take it a bit easy) said one of the failed students. He is from 

Bhagalpur in Bihar, the son of a policeman father and a homemaker mother, who, he said, had worried 

themselves to death over his expulsion. After a “96 per cent in science subjects” in his Class X from Bihar 

school Board, he said he scored 70 per cent in his Class XII. And then, dropped a year to study in Kota and 

scored a rank of 1,206 in the OBC category (3,490 OBC students got in). After one year at IIT, he “scored a 

CGPA of 4.92”, agonisingly close to the 5-mark. “But I cracked the IIT entrance. Iska matlab mere mein talent 

hai. (This shows I have talent). Shouldn’t the institute have given students like us another chance?” 

By “students like us”, he meant those from non-English medium schools, many of them from reserved 

categories. “English was my biggest weakness,” he said. “In my geomatics practicals, for example, I scored 

23/25, but scored 8/100 in my written exam simply because I couldn’t express myself in English.” 

The IIT said it had its “systems” to deal with these problems — language proficiency classes at the time of 

orientation and special mentoring programmes (started three months ago). Besides, professors said, since 

September last year, students who need help are assigned to seniors in the hope that they will open up better to 

fellow-students, ask them questions they probably can’t ask in a class of 100 or even in the smaller tutorials. 

But unlike in many of the older IITs, these hand-holding exercises are relatively new in IIT Roorkee. Students 

say these “systems” usually don’t work on the ground — seniors, for instance, have little time for them since 

they have their own exacting schedule to juggle 

90% IIT-Roorkee dropouts are backward caste: A case against 

affirmative action? 

The revelation that 90 percent of the students that IIT Roorkee gave a second chance to after expelling them for 

poor performance last month belong to backwards castes (SCs, STs and OBCs) is hardly surprising because the 

writing has always been on the wall. 

Affirmative action (reservation in Indian terms) does give backward caste students opportunities for engineering 

education in the country’s premier institutions, but once admitted, many of them struggle to cope with the twin-

pressure of academics and neglect by a merit-driven ecosystem. Many of them drop to the bottom and, as the 

Roorkee experience shows, gets ejected from their dream of a high-paying profession and class transition. 

The decision of the Roorkee IIT to expel 73 students with poor performance (measured in terms of CGPA —

 cumulative grade point average) was an eye-opener to the condition of many kids who make the near 

impossible entry into the hallowed IIT campuses. On Wednesday, The Indian Express reported that 90 percent 

of them were from SCs, STs and OBCs. The proponents of meritocracy will like this statistic because they have 

long been arguing that technical education is not for everyone and merit should be its bedrock. 

The alleged suicide of a Dalit student at IIT Mumbai last year provided a glimpse of the suffering of backward 

caste students in institutions such as IITs: his performance in exams had been poor, he had uncleared papers for 

three years, and was a victim of taunts by general category students and even a faculty member. Reporting the 

case, DNA said that about 56 percent of students at the institution under reserved categories felt discrimination. 

More over, about 60 percent of them also felt more pressured by academics than the general category students. 

Their difficulty showed up in their CGPA as well — while the average CGPA for the general category students 

was 8.09, for the OBC-students it was 6.6, and for the SC/ST, 5.9. 

This is a serious problem — governments upholding the country’s constitutional guarantee to a level playing 

field for students from backward castes, but failing to ensure that they benefit from it. About 50 percent of the 

seats are set aside for them, but if substantial number of them fall through the cracks — as the Roorkee figures 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/good-jee-rank-failing-first-year-iit-struggles-to-find-out-why/
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-caste-discrimination-in-india-s-elite-institutions-students-2016745
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show — it serves no purpose. Even if they sail through, what’s the use of an average CGPA of 5? Will any 

company hire students with such a low CGPA? A wasted guarantee and opportunity indeed. 

This social chasm is not without underlying reasons. An earlier study by the prestigious Centre for 

Development Studies in Thiruvananthapuram that analysed the academic performance of all the engineering 

colleges in Kerala during 2004-08 showed that only 17.7 percent SC/ST students passed their final exams. The 

corresponding figure for the OBCs was better at 40 percent. According to CP John, a member of Kerala’s state 

planning board, this was because of poor fundamentals. Reservation helps the backward caste students to gain 

admission, but their poor schooling pulls them back. “The SC/ST students who come from these schools (poorly 

run government schools) and get into engineering colleges cannot comprehend what is being taught there.” 

This is exactly what’s happening in the IITs too. The Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) for admission to IITs is 

the toughest admission test in the world. Although about 9000 students get shortlisted from about 13.5 lakh 

aspirants, only those within the first 2000-2500 rank can get a good course and a decent location. The rest end 

up doing undesirable courses in also-ran IITs. This means that only 0.2 percent of the candidates make the final 

cut. Although this top layer students are extremely competitive, many of them also succumb to pressure and 

lose out. An anonymous post on Quora categories them as hope, dope and rope. Yes, it’s tragic that a few of 

them end up in drugs, while some even commit suicide. 

In such a competitive environment, reserved category students with limited preparation (mostly because of poor 

schooling and poor exposure to a fierce exam-based academics) are at a far greater disadvantage, which is not 

going to disappear until the reservation policy is deepened with a greater sense of purpose. It calls for a system-

revamp to ensure that the backward caste students get good school education right from elementary levels 

(means strengthening government schools and a lot more scholarships) and an additional layer of affirmative 

action — in the form of extra tuition classes, one-on-one consultations etc — even after they gain admission 

into places such as the IITs. 

What we see now is the problem of an impersonal, quota-based system. Governments and political parties don’t 

mean any purpose, than wooing their vote-banks, while setting aside quotas and filling them. Every single case 

needs to be audited and taken to its logical end. And it has to start all the way from the bottom when children 

are enrolled in schools. 

 

Call it SDA-IIT Metro station, demand locals  

Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

NEW DELHI: The residents of Safdarjung Development Area (SDA) near Hauz Khas, opposite the Indian 

Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT) have demanded that the upcoming Metro station in their locality must be 

named after the colony.  

 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/%28http:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/Revamp-education-system-to-reduce-failure-rate-of-Dalits/articleshow/17174277.cms
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TRIBHUWAN SHARMA / HT PHOTO The station to come up as part of the Delhi Metro’s phase-3 project has 

so far been named IIT Metro station.  

The Metro station to come up as part of the Delhi Metro’s phase-3 project in 2016 has so far been named IIT 

Metro station. The residents in a request to the Delhi Metro chief Mangu Singh have demanded that the name be 

changed to SDA-IIT.  

“The colony came up in the 60s and was located just opposite to the institute. The famous SDA market has a 

historical and cultural significance of its own. The name of the area where a Metro station is coming up must be 

familiar with the people living there as well,” said Ashok Mehta, general secretary, local RWA.  

The residents’ body in a meeting with the Delhi Metro officials last year put forward the proposal. After this 

meeting, they were told to submit the proposal in writing. The proposal to change the name has further been 

forwarded by the DMRC to the local MP Meenakshi Lekhi this January, said the RWA.  

“However, we are going to have a meeting in this regard again with the Metro officials. We have asked for an 

appointment with the Metro chief. The officials told us that the request has been forwarded to the committee 

which includes Delhi government officials to name/ rename stations,” told Mehta.  

The colony, which is home to many renowned politicians and former judges came up in 1960s as an extension 

of Safdarjung Enclave, is located in the vicinity of the major heritage site, Safdarjung Tomb.  

The upcoming underground IIT Metro station is coming up on Gamal Abdel Nasser Marg. The DMRC has 

proposed two exits on Rose Garden side and one exit on the opposite side of the road, near IIT main entrance on 

outer Ring Road.  

DMRC spokesperson, confirming the request for the name change, said, “We have received their 

communication and have forwarded it to the naming/ renaming committee of the Delhi government. However, 

there has been no response yet from the committee.”  
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Many requests for nomenclature have been received, however, it depends on the familiarity of the name with 

those living in the area. Before a said station is conceived, community interactions are undertaken to decide on a 

suitable name, which has a greater reach. The final decision on the name of a particular station is taken before it 

is set for inauguration.  

The IIT Metro station is set to open in 2016-end, before which final consultations will happen, he added.  

Quality of Ph.D. Research 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/quality-of-ph-d-research-115080501708_1.html 

While no dedicated study for assessing the quality of Ph.D research in the country has been undertaken, as informed by 

the University Grants Commission (UGC), the UGC Review Committee constituted by the Central Government in July, 

2014 has observed that there is a Mushroom growth of substandard Ph.D. degrees. The report of the Committee further 

observed that acquiring Ph.D. degree has now become a necessity in view of the minimum qualification for recruitment 

at entry level and requirements for promotion.  

 

In order to serve national purpose of maintaining standards of Higher Education and to bring uniformity in the 

procedure of award of M.Phil / Ph.D. Degree UGC has framed UGC (Minimum Standard and Procedure for the awards of 

M.Phil/Ph.D. Degree), Regulation 2009. These Regulations have been notified in the Gazette of India dated 11th-17th 

July, 2009 and are available at UGC website www.ugc.ac.in . The UGC has written, on 6th July, 2015, to the Vice-

Chancellors of all Universities that it has come to the notice of the UGC that some Universities are hiring the services of 

the Supervisors who do not happen to be the regular teachers of the Universities or its affiliated Post Graduate (PG) 

colleges/ Institutes awarding the M.Phil/ Ph.D. degree. It has been observed that this practice is in violation of UGC 

(Minimum standards and procedure for award of M.Phil/Ph.D. Degree) Regulations, 2009.  

 

The UGC has advised the Vice-Chancellors that Universities shall allocate the supervisor from amongst the regular 

faculty members in a department or its affiliated PG Colleges/ Institutes depending on the number of students per 

faculty member, the available specialization among the faculty supervisors and the research interest of the student. It 

has been further clarified by the UGC that any Ph.D. / M.Phil degree awarded by a University under the supervision of a 

Supervisor who is not a faculty member of the University or its affiliated PG Colleges/ Institutes would be in violation of 

UGC (Minimum standards and procedure for award of M.Phil./ Ph.D Regulations, 2009.)  

 

This information was given by the Union Human Resource Development Minister, Smt. Smriti Irani in a written reply to 

the Lok Sabha question. 

3 DIE IN IIM-INDORE BOUNDARY WALL COLLAPSE 

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

INDORE: A woman and two minor boys were killed on Wednesday when a portion of the boundary wall of Indian 

Institute of Management, Indore, collapsed due to heavy rains and fell on an adjacent hut. The deceased, who were 

relatives, have been identified as Seema Lucky and Kalu police said. They said investigations are under way. 
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